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coinage of gold and silver executed in the years 1881, 1885, 1886, and 
1887 respectively. The table summarizing these inquiries was first 
printed in the report for 1887, and is now revised. 

" It is quite impracticable to determine the important question 
what the ratio is between the immediate produce of the precious 
metals during a given period and their immediate employment for 

coinage The missing link to an otherwise practically perfect 

chain of mint and production statistics of the world is the single item 
of recoinage from year to year, stated separately as recoinage of 
domestic coins on the one hand and of foreign coins on the other ; 
and also separately as between the two precious metals. 

" These items, though systematically reported by this bureau in 
statements of the annual coinage of the United States and by several 
administrations of foreign mints, are not all reported by the more 
autocratic countries of Europe." 

A further revision is made of the table of the world's annual pro- 
duction of gold and silver, 1884-1887, first published in the fiscal 
report of the Director of the Mint for 1888. 

There is also reference to the objections advanced by Dr. Soetbeer 
who disagreed with the bureau's method of estimating the silver out- 
put of Germany. 

D. R. D. 



STRIKES IN FRANCE. 



La Journal de la Sociite de Statistique de Paris for September, 
1889, contains an article of value upon Strikes in France since 1874. 
No previous official statement has been given until the appearance of 
the fifteenth volume of the Statistique Annuelle. The change of 
opinion as to the character of a strike, its economic and social justifi- 
cation under certain circumstances, has been less rapid and complete 
than in England, but no less real. There has been no such develop- 
ment of trade known in France. 

The laws against " associations " of more than twenty workmen 
were later and more rigidly enforced than in England. Just before 
the Franco-German war a high state official called strikes " terrifying 
and disastrous." The Public Prosecutor advised the severest restric- 
tive measures against the associations of laborers that made such evils 
possible. 
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The present Minister of Public Works, the economist Guyot, fairly 
reflects the changed attitude when he says : " We are so ignorant in 
political economy that no sooner does a strike occur than we imagine 
it a riot." " When the workmen refuse to labor under circumstances 
that do not suit them, we call it insurrection." " On the contrary, we 
now call for liberty of association for workmen ; it is a right," etc. 

The above report gives an analysis , of 804 strikes that occurred 
between 1874 and 1885. The following are the more important facts : 

There is not a single agricultural strike. Disturbances are confined 
to the great centres of industry. They occur most frequently in 
March, April, and May, when work is busiest, a sure proof of the 
intelligence of the strikers, if it is intelligent to strike at all. 

The commonest cause is demand for higher wage. Next is the 
resistance, to a lower wage, or complaint as to the conditions under 
which the work is carried on. Light is thrown upon the eight-hour 
movement by the history of thirteen strikes to resist a lowering of the 
working time. Forty-six, however, were in order to get fewer hours. 
Five were to resist any curtailing of the wage in order to form an 
insurance fund. Others were because of a forced use of bad tools, 
poor or dangerous raw materials, Sunday work, opposition of employ- 
ers to trade unions, introducing women at lower wage into the work, 
and four to resist the introduction of * better machinery. Forty-four 
per cent known were for higher wages; 

The average duration was from 10 to 16 days. 

The average number of strikers is high, 323, though this is raised 
by exceptional strikes like that of the Paris carpenters, 20,000. The 
number of strikers per year is probably above 20,000, and it is com- 
puted roughly that each strike averages in cost about 30,000 francs. 

The highest number of strikes occurs in textile industries. Mineral 
industries and building follow. Out of 753, 206 " succeed." Sixteen 
per cent were settled by conciliation in some form. A ten per cent 
gain on their wage has to be paid for on the average by work during 
160 days to recover the lost ground. 

As the classification according to months showed, there is little 
disposition relatively to strike when work is slack. 

J. G. Brooks. 



